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More hopeful though also unsuccessful was the Austrian peace
effort of 1917. On the aist November 1916 the aged Emperor
Francis Joseph had died after a troubled reign of sixty-eight
years. His successor was the Archduke Charles Francis Joseph,
the nephew of the Archduke Francis Ferdinand (the victim of
Serajevo). The young Emperor declared that he hoped to make
his dominions lands of 'equally privileged nationalities' and at
Vienna he formed a new cabinet under Count Czernin, which
included none of the ministers in power at the outbreak of the
war. Czernin declared that he hoped for a peace of reconcilia-
tion, followed by disarmament, and in the first weeks of the new
year the young Emperor prepared an effort for peace. He had
married the Princess Zita, a daughter of the Bourbon-Parma
line, and he chose as his envoy to the Powers not a professional
diplomatist, but her brother Prince Sixte (Sixtus) de Bourbon,
who was then serving as a volunteer worker with the Belgian
Red Cross, and who had for years been one of his nearest
friends. He called the Prince to Vienna, and drew up peace
proposals in the form of a letter to him, which he asked him
personally to communicate to and discuss with the chiefs of the
Western Allies.

In this statement the Emperor made it clear that he was
not asking for a separate peace for Austria-Hungary but for a
general peace, for he could not betray his ally, and he antici-
pated that Germany would be brought into a Conference if the
Western Allies and the United States were ready to discuss
possible terms of peace. He recognized that amongst its condi-
tions must be the complete restoration of Belgium, and for his
own part he agreed in advance that Serbia must be recon-
stituted in full freedom and obtain access to the Adriatic. He
was ready to discuss concessions to Italy, and as for Alsace-
Lorraine he promised to support 'by every means and with all
his personal influence the just claims of France'.

Prince Sixte de Bourbon spent some time in London, and had
several interviews with Mr. Lloyd George. He visited Paris
where he met M. Ribot as the representative of the government,
and he also was in touch with Baron Sonnino for Italy. He kept